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224 (/rcu Portland Sn:te
t ..0ndfJX~ ~~VI N {5)\A

T". ' , < { <".' .,~ , ;-. ,,"'AiD. ~~ . .,
n$ nil'."',} t)t(l~<Jr;a$rm9 l#gl®tfH.JlX~ ta$t ; n1·M'l!;;Oneo n; tl:<:;l ~ ':j·t?u 0f(H'.lU/:;]stlng Act,

Tn,,% beC1.H''f;-i& inw in ,jw~'f thk 'fl~m findiw rrnin rHjfpO$~ is tn m.rdkw !1(l<!i d{pltd
1..... '·'·0.1:'·... "..'''1 ~ ..d",i { ., 'llA. ,.,•. 1'\ l ·il., lJ';" ;'i···." ',' .. A'" ~l'«
"~" "",,",<, 1<;;<, ~:::n ..hl<~,Ofl Whl ",avewl'" ;n u~$ ,i\, ,h 0Q~~ ,lw1: (;(lVf.lf ,}oad':hd>.B

broadc$.tting, h't which W~ do Nd h<l',fB ~'Ul''{ kJSj~htil.:'lt\.r Tll$f~ vvW blJ ,1cfli;lngtl
~. , • ,. , '.' ,< l' '
H", tr::<J WW/ teff'$~t.n{.H 't'2,:~r'lS$lOf,; ¢f.li;lf.%ttrt :=:::~1 ;~ tV'/Z:Hl~r::.y:gten~Or 'lCt>nS:!flg !;ltd
ro::gdarlng wW hili huoduc<.:l,J.

AS thi:': Legt $tmStil:<H'f'4:H%t1i~s wW htlV~ tot$(lch;·r to nm ~ mlJtipH·x. Thh (fl<%i'.m:::::
thin: B c::;mpuny t:atl hJViJ .i number of i:m),'lj<;:;:~$ting c:::)(npaniss providing
mia~·rujal br as ov®rJii (Hjtput Th>J8$ orqM-,kwJhn$ wW tw wa p'cgrnmme
::w:rvka pr;:)viders, Beth rha rm.dtipklX ,) ~N:-:tlr5 and the Ofoqr*mm* tmviC$

• . ,,\'. _: .'. - -~ - - - ; . - ;" ~ - ;., -, :'::. ~ - .. ,- -'- - .. , .... <. -"

previdars :,",,'Pi ops.nHe W'1(l$f i;l h;.::M1C& i;;:;tiJCcr C'{ rr:s li'lcOp:::l{<,<jDnt T'tfW</l,sIGf:

C:)mr('!;$~k;ny whkh ';,vHi no th$ r::1\juttltOf't bOdy tor thtl r$-Si~bHlon. Tho lre:
~:::Jrr~rnt''l rl!!guf&tstt~ OOrl':t't'll':lrdd t~kvi$jon in thtl UK {Cnflnn~h~ ·:.L 4. S! Slnd
=:;$beL Th<.Z exhJtlng l:Hoad';;~M·t*$ " Chhtlnd::::: 3, 4, S :$td the sac" MU

WJ$tat-,t$~<i ph,<lC$$ (ttl thl:l rt"n"litipleKet fo,;, thlJif $xlMin-g f:.ervkl:l~y \,vhich th~y win
tl..H'l slmdtafB"ous?y \\'lth thdr flnd0Qve W$fVk::ZlS, Thwf c::*n offer :;$'.N, digital
Qt~ly $ i.H\.'{t.::Mil, rr th0y v-:innf ro '~viJ*lfl th$ir (ldput~

tJ-igital tm{;;;$.tdal t~dsvh:ich h l;;<~9i.tl;;t$d tn be 5v8ilHWe in i'ftid' i 8"0$ 6nd V§$'#N'S

vA}! need iJ specid digiwi !eC@hl>:.'l( {"$tH'h;>P" box}, Thi$ ','ttU o::ot'ln~tt to $xlstit1@'
t::tL;av[!},!cn SBtrl to ptovkk rmtt$f qunlh'{ tAc:tllf¢a end toUnd,iH"ld lTlR0Y wJthW,:)nmJ
0hard~,*L'), Itl gddidoll torrV3. It r;ot::.:lh, f0<::-::.dv$(G \'\,(H hnv0 AUDETSL. o~p*lhHlt;:/,
"""" ",. ,.... , ,...., ';'l' . l" ., . .4"
i i1f;;; ;$ t10t o'...mt~ln to {nl~ ;flqw.:Mlon ?-:llJt <""->", Uhx'<¢ ':k.sO~;t ft(lmQ'ut:,;';'%OW·R~6'l".;'.l;n$

wit.h b('H*dQ'tl·~t{;:tg~nj tM0 ?i*¢.r:d\{~r rrultit.lhv;wdng ;l~duttry, ;a,utilo &·$$ch9'dOt'l
>'!'-:ill! be C'uded by .$ SOl.Hid Cfl1JnrwL l'hZ~;» Zl c(m$idMWb~o :::lQv,,vH<ll@¢ ovettl'w
AUCCfSL $YHltm~N@h~d ~p;r$¢te<:i w adnp::.:: 'with out, CWT0n~, arb%l0(:lu®

u::~kvisb;':~':{$ulm':Nhlchwouki rh1\'8' t.ltBd :;:; cebts;\t :irHL in dutl Z':;Jljr~0 dt@itm
re!ev\,;;ion $<:)1;$ vAn be iw,*Habla but bWi;·diy thtt:;'; '<:,,<:'U bZl '-{My 0~9'$l"H"iv8.

A..rli'lk~BUi'i 1,uy'fo~)<:t 'Nitl <:<:::rrtlmi1 to JUro ror.;:l:'1;H'?li:}(1r of y11:an:, but $'Y'$(Hwdiyw,H
t:-.:& -;2···/vitcr~~.:rd oft-,. 1)·~.~s tir'(~~e.~c~.d~ r~a$ r~~:;:t b~:~n ~Z::t b;Jt ;~~ O){f.}-::1Ct4<J t:~~ b(~(· of: ()... i 6
v",~r~~ ~rt~.:' <:L{)td <H::$rt~.



lhhl f'\ct </ontijlnt< U d**,.1$$ ~Cf~v$$ 20; \\ihh;:h Jddtef{$e~ th~ flM':'cls fA Vl$HaHy
imp~h~(L arKl dfjaf ~Moi<:j hard of h~1Hif'HJ pe¢ph:J, Thf: fTC h~$ !hm rce$pON1:#:dPty to
dr*:wup .l;j c.od~ of fWiitanCf3 i 'l1it.h rete'iant (:lfgM\is"HicfW: ,.tich BS RNrB, on th<&
lrnpiem$rHiJtion of the Act,

-, d > ' ••~ '4. "t$-. k' . A' 't j .,:l nil ¢¢>..ifr neeO$ to lu#rttiry ~~fJ $KteDt to WulCf! l.:x,W f-h P?>:.':}{,F;$mme S:MV1Crt% ~flO

qU1idHylng ~MV1C~$ tJ'tCUlU promote the unfJOttt1M'iding and snjoyment bV p*J{~on$

whn :l'{r~ blin4 (}f p~ttl;~d1Y~$*~htf~d,tjf tnt') wqgf~mnws t.o OS inch-rded $001'1

$${Vlc$t, and trw {fll!t@rt:; by 'which $vch undf.wswf):drtg snd lz,njoym0f'lt 5'hnW6 be
promO{$zi" < ihs rru'dil provl$'dot< is tn,@t'<1;H I$>}:${ '10%01 1M) nllJch of :r:h~ sarvit&
$~ ¢oDe!wtsof progfijmrn::.l$ whiCh ·arB 00t 0xclu600 {Jf<?gJMYlff;('iti: in relation to
audio ClHcrlptic(t tor the bltn4 is tc he ®ccomp~/l~ed by ~uch (H.<dib <j~~(;ripthz?)",

AJthouqh the 0~)v<in'H'n$nt intmauc't'd thlil id&~ 01 $xd;J0~d pr0gt~mi"fH;'§$ it. h.M:
not ib&mmed them., kt:lvin@ thi~ to th~ Ire t(l :j!,) 'yVittl the rmle:\o:;nt O(9~ni$atk:'H1t,

" I. . > k' ' ".,"; " ,'. . . 0 ., i'Y>, lun r>.;rrwmn:::}l'/ 'td$ pmvHHofl w"~s: f%i", ;rtClli9t~{) ;n Unil eUrll$i" $tag5~ <H me l;jtu so
'0\'$ W$f~ not <.lbJtil ttl Pt~P${~ %;r thl:$ in <)d>.,.'M'i<>O, \lV,) do n{)! Ofmmvo of
$xf,iwdinl;} any ptowt~mtrl® c3te-go{i$~::;> tllthi;;Ugh sOfOen{cqmtHtm::'!$ do net
dbvk')~H:iy lend Vlernt*W",e$ to autF0 de~m;fn;o:::'L In addltlof; <;';:SOPiln1tlJ ctau£*
donsi;'§do~N for thetk}crati;'§ry of State, ~H !iOrne 1Mdf dtit'o, to $0b$titl...itt the
pe-(0B,n.1)J>~* ... \t.J-$ ;~~;$-$w-rnG -that tlt~$ rrroar':$ ;;10: U'1::(~f~~t~~~~~

l!':;$ve had Ofll) lnh:krn.#l ffiB$tLt1'§ \,%dth ~ rCprBS8J\tEt!V$ cd the: fTC on fhe cfnjH ..

Vil'10{S hi:'} OUtlil'1~d trWC1*t~go60$ thM trw rrc thinks cnuld h~ -exc:lw::h::::d, V1~f$ dkt
nm agn1;'& on monyi \Ve ~t:ad0d to clJst:u$$ tMeiOY:;,:: q,:wt~ i'lfH:$ hg'i'l m~.n:h

f;lt'»snlfTtml:1G Gould em J.w::iiu 4tM:H:nip{nirn ttm (':=:lily .:Swgw:; of {#9iWj:.fll$~.lii:lion.
,~' .oJ'· '.. ~.. ,.~ j,' ,. '. "f'" , . ,'{if! ;..AOnot BM vary ,$( ".xnt:,\ t§1W $iS, OfH;:W <ig8in. :;\';;,::";B{J <nrsnilg V;$W~tO(l

st${t,dJP fig:Jfi}:;L Mh1 {.UUtflqtMr'lt incrfH.n';l:';$,

l ... '...., .'....., l ,;><. "'.,» < ' .., "
n$V$ a rrwetlnW H'!tSf trmuv wttll ax'& ,(;;<0'0t:', tiL W(H&ln-g pilrt',/ ,fljj::dfn:;BHtUtT'i&S

frem RW8, Nn{iunu{ Federutfon td tnu rWnd,Guide 0c@~ A:st.;ccU.n:irm ,lH",C tho
1'%,*1:'1(lItl12 P1G1T~$ntg$a $Ct':i$t'yl t'C dhcu$$ th0 l:::;;m.;;;;::$;, bBfof~ kform<l(, rW>;joti@ting,
(tH!ll;lting is cO(',venwd 'N'lth th-a rye

In W5(;0{no.ef 50m::;r $~lc:ti01% cd th.l UK'1:1 @$$¢mW nf$icrkt'l~n~tk)n Act >:;Qm$ irrto
fon:;'-'i, VVhiht lhh; Act it {hJt lcl<J;J! it: 1hQ....ki ':Jffa( v;n',$ irnpn:>vt:::fnentf: $fl the
provision of goous, f;y;:Hltl1:}$ Hnd satvic$1:]; kF 'lH~iJMly ;mW$iJ~d p-eopfe<
St030cmst'inQ l§ GovtrWdin th~1 $urviG#~ WHClinn f:¢ tNH~N\ijlJn them these two l"WW'

l'.d~c$5 of kr;)ls!atior; $hn.lhJ rnske a i;Qn1*h::kJnblf.! diHlllft:ll'lCf::: to >./t::maHv knpairud
pecpit>1n th:9 UK (i'·,,'t'V th? next hh"l \<1: i.U1,

l ....., ..<.' • . ". i< ~'''''''C''''''':: 'vv .' . "1""''''' {~?<;pm."",In .J0Z:.lrV<)n to rh% 'NOP:; rrWl 1 ~m c;),ng on A ,,!l./,v i :i". i WH (l€-VH0P",V n~;;H:::; >;<

;::;tidk} Jescflb?d Vh:;l$0 $Mvbe, V'Je h$VW <:;w'~'i'~n-ny t D 't:ltbs "Pd~H;zbi~, with thwa
«("Ot::=; being fd<:l¢&ieJ in Dec<%pnh0t and ft:<H f.n th:::> pip¢kno fer rIBX! '{8);;lr, ".fh'&

h£l\;'?:; eSt:ijt;iid~Hd a <<<nOG l,.vorkmg i''i&l,xt!onenit'':;;vith 8;}(:)n& \/!sw Hi.Jffi(l

[ghHt8:inm¢nt, whl;h k; i'&xtf$f{l~'If' $V9P:0::th:H, VJhih:t 'N$ htvc provi::::l¢d® re'.',}
, l " . ',' L··. . '{" l'" t . 0 '.' , »«<""";.0. l"", ... ",~tH,l@,:;j tp(h'n <)Zh~V C.:::>Nlp{lnrm:':i ,~. f'B~:9 ::J"il0 n'tiet: :Y~;):Y9 <trdU:::w,~ ~<;) 9~h ,,)m :j:i,,»,,,,,,,, l<::«".., ..

'::)i (;G .. ::~~~tu.h()·r~. \lVr~H"5t 1 '9i31 ~orr'1a ~(';z~'~;;:rrH) ft<;·~·r: f~r~'~~tlY ~ ~\:;.rB..1fak:;$rs t~)~:¢i'f~c:&:H:~l



"Nt: pm'llctt* 1he 0tl~<>$ for t'NC pUfpO.lH~$. C,MB i% tt) pfovk:1el ~n %udiO De$QrH:'le::J
h<u'rl® vi-d$o safv§{J*'.lin Its own right, th€ Cf.h%f ts to pwvki-n 4GmOf':$tt:~nion

rrmttn}$1 for ($lsif1g -®'N~t'afH)$lL This !iZtwr Foint h'; bec(JininU nmre ;rnport®nt <t$,
Vt~ 11*t n~atet to thf3! introducth}f! of llD AUOCTEL s$fvice, as '.Nt:; ·~N try!n'G to
m~k;j as many vht0$Hy impair.\'Jc p'$cpta a'\/nH~ of tll.xJio d%scriptl.on as pO.lu.dblt.
1hfS wUt l think, UfJ #tHt®ntiaJ Vihtm trying w convin<:'% p1001e rt~ inv#i1t in th~
digit1*I rec$iver,

lD~ni~tl ~\!&n~Jj

0fl::>Jdc<}s'ting 0 ffL:::tf

tor the videog it i$ fli:H ~rto';Jgh t\'J d®v@tz:<p i;h~ :§~:::"",.,.+';1} M q"Uici($y, with i*$ '.vdf:! i)

rt*rln~ rd 1itks, ~$ we v~'('H,d-d like to {;If.:::ha',/~L

i rtuve <i$k$Jd .J<HJi'yn P~Ck'Mif *,11$ ~':!vOMld likg to pr0vMs msurnrn;;;lry of th:iil
"'\"1Mo';; US!&nkttf (.&s%uf<;h for the NeVldwrt$L if you iJt00hi:iil to provJd>0 $

ohHn~ i 'h'tFJhi itk$ aen'S: 400 W()fQS, hVPtM::il'i' 15th NCl~.temb*r, &fl(1 th$ t'N'C
p{~C~J!J w0uHgh~®s Good oV0rvi@w of ';{'{t1@t b h.app4nin9 (;uu~nt<y in the: USA.
it ':tim link elso to ;'J Q;{$C~ th®t ! win b®: dt;)i>n0()f~ NY ':$ta:;rt vide~ "'-$1i:,')$~l$1L

i vvas V$Pf klt~r~$t$j in t~e 'i,f/Ol'X ·W.at 'Vov n'H:;:ntlDned in uying ~O get the- av4ki
d$$ctlptk1n of film$. clct\e $t H'lC tkrw ::}t pf~::::;(it.Jctk,;:rL last 'r'W::*f t\NC cl)il$~Bue$

::.wd ! pwt tog~ther .:] pu:p$r kx fiNiS m<:$Jl(;lG~trWm ,~dd:r~$$i{t0 ;Ml <'wpe;;t:s of $vdb
<j*1%cdpt~or;, !!ti$ w'ae in <) bid to {itt torne funtHng t.l:'qj:tlt '::$DrtHione 'tn to
Hz%*HKtth all trw a~~rn$nt$ r%uc:a$..~.ar'f to h¢lV{'~ n cdv.~1%i'ie wtJdio je,$<:ripti'~;m palkv:
ThiS p$per inducl~d thc© need of *ddr*~rMnG the film inJw:;stry &lncl th) cin*mm
ohains, Urdorh.H1at~.dy we did not vet th~ ntc1<H)S¥ry fvodnq but the IStr;,JB hB1§
N?il:AHlt!;l b<1~n rI;i5fi(i ${F'in mnd i hOFe 1:71$t this VFH:l we C;)11 i>"ttiol.!.tly i&ddri)':::;
tha- &;It\i$tk) (1 , 1be~le:v~ that th~ way to q~t v'::iidt,;tpreaci ~ucitO d~$:';f%9tk)n h')( th~

ret;:QrdaQ m€<Hum 1$ to h$v*~ it donG $,'t 'drrw d productkH1 so th<*t tht..': G$scnptkn
C$t'l i10COmpiWV di:'l1 film tor dn~nuL wn~-l'lt i;}no selHhroug/l \/kiV0, ;;:::nd sete1Ht&,
each and ti:HrMltd:a~ te[@Vl.$!t}t'L l w0ukt th~{8f0n:l, be: '.fBry im@f$$t<:Jd 10 h&*f

m0f~ ~bt)ut'lCHJr wmK to dats, mnJ ¥nur pi1ns, 1 V¥{l'sw-(.':.::nderinq if/ou \:vo·dd
like to writ$ ::.'l 01$<;;:0 tor trw n&>tt AUDE.'ftL Ni::W1gkrHt:;{ Dr, ~h;s ;~tU$.

1hopl1 that ttH:: O\:<"6f\tfaW of thBlegh.d~tlon vviH h& h~lpfvl and tMr:;t YOl) vANtl'*
$1:48 to do * Pl~C$ for tho N~VilJ!$tttfL It 1 tan pfl.:lv:dz~ $fiy furth:::::f infcfHl(:Hio0
p11f$$~ do mA hO$ha+a 10 con1:~¢twKL tFt:lf h1toftfH4i>::>n 1am in 'trC\~ orHnt' thi$;
W$~k, ;jntH nOCH)t 1SQ.,-:j on Frid8.11 but Or'; 1si.'l'>f$ next ',N(;·tk -'1

"-~·to .......
,_:.:.1) C~·'V",. ·,>,.AL,

.~.

:~J/\··::3/.i~~~6 ~~-~:.~"?
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In JUly the 1996 Broudcrwtll1g Act bBcerne the first: piece of UK teg1s!ation to
in(:jude targets tor audio de&cdpi:k~n} t1nknd to eEgltal terrestrh*l tdevidon
transmissions '<;\rhkh 5($ expected to t~tart In rnld'~ 189B, The main provbions;

\Vlthfn the provbkHW for digital ten€strhA television there am (;!suses that H1lmM
to the audio det~criptiol1 of tele'/Ision programmes, The Act provides for the
1ntlf.:}pendent T{::l!e'iiBion Cnrnmk::tion (the regulatory body! tn drnw op a eodiit of
guidance relating to:'the extent to vvhich dl9it0~ progrumme serViCGE and
qualifying servlcesshould promote the understanding and {:mjovmBnt. by petsons
;/<..:'110 (iro bEnd Of partbHy sight0t'f',

Clm.MM1 20 of the Act outlines how telewisinn programrnes ~>%ln be rntntemore
aca:;;0ssib$o by elldk~ descriptkm 1encttl'lr the provision orsub"tftHngi:iindaigr:Jng
for deat and hard of hGtlr%ng peop.!nL By the tanth annivemary of 8 eEgitai
progrnmmi$ sefvica provkinr(s Hcance at least '1 0% of nOh-$:xc!tN~edptmfF'j(HfneS
eHen 'l1iiH::d" mutt have .audio descriptinrL The Act does not. o0tnrw~ hov>:' this
taf'Jet i$ to bi$ achieved or ~jlihat constitutBs thB nnfH1xduded pro@tmmmes,
Thfwe Issues\;viH b{~ detennined by thnlTC io ooHaboratkm 'Nith rBhlvant
organisations, The code of guidance ':;,vili he <~v'ai1able in i$ady 19$7~ in t{ ranG%'}
nf format~~, Hnd ,-<vHI be given t<> ell l§cBnc0 hok:knL



. . f '.l l,' >to."
'T'"F:;jets 't-Hne included in the 8rDBdc;a$tmg}\ct iller (;(:.:TlSH)er~h:ne c.'1l1'q....S1gnlD9
bv ,)r(~8ntSmtions Bnd individuBhL As thg Bill did not crmtgl!n specihc dddb
W'hfHi"'it Vias first pubihhod organisath;::;ns of and feg visuallyimpdired and defd
3nd tVjxd (,f hf1sring people Joined forces to cMnpaign for targets, /\/thouGh
cnnsiderabl-a repretfH"','hH&On 'NM:; m~l(je during the vafi{:)tJt~ stdges of the Bin in the
1'10<.):;,-;0 clf Lon}s,thcre \/vas no impre>if1rnent in the dt\..mtlon,

1+::n"".{l':YVef, the lobbying gajned the t'3:l..11Jpon:of FL:iDort Hughe:i::; (hW for Harn:)':,.,\'
V)e;:;ti 'Nno lb::l a suc(i.";ssh.J cdmpaign to JWr. wrgets intreH:h~G~~cl ~1t Comrnittef;
Stage in trw~ House or Cornmons, Th~~ tBl'get for Budio descriphon ''/'';<1S 50% of
progfamrnes b\' thn tenth Y/;';(l, of the iiv1!1col j...·iovvever, the GO<'/Bmr:'H,mr h:.=:lt
thiH thh3 pen:entag.e \!laS t<>o high and rn'::M.k'; ,J counter~(.H·()pnsel, \vhich ',,!'les
w::ceptecl lYy' Rob:::n Hughes,

$0, \'vhl!st disappcinted tb::H 50% ViH~ii not the End figure, RNtS V1fM:.; very
p!t.%l$eti that tor thti f%nH t%rne in bfoudcR$ttngim~Jb!aHonin thB UK bn)ad<uwters
h(lvz:; a :~pecifk t~:g'get for the prc>viskm of audio description,

In ;,'lddition., i;::la1jsf~ 21 dO<N, provide for the Sf;CH:ltmrv of St1:'1te to suhstitute the
pt~rcejytagei by crdef ., h(:lperuHy '.,",?ith~:jn incre)JMJ':

~ .. ; ',i" i<. i'f",l';"''''l:?l d' "l " f' k . . )' .';..\$ WBl;, as pn:)VH.'.<lng A<..h.."lr;,; &:: ..,,19Ita; !.'/:l>eV'GK:if! () le($ vHttor qualty PIC'tUft:$

and sound and thti opportunity te tOCeivefl"Wn\imCre channels, In Wm UK th,:;)
, , . . ~.,.; I ", ., '::':H'~'i.... < ,..,.", ,.... """'I' ., ",. ,,~ A'""t.:;::<lstmg V;~rre~{i.na, tfJ '.t<VHMon (,flannel::) fbo<...,·', 1:5bt,>..:::, i.,." 'WHWHS "$, 4" iEinl..r Q,

S.. <~,' 'll' . l,... " . L." .,. 'N"t" .,., t
'- 4Ci'iN1H ne cll:)le V> tr<1:H'l$mrt 'tr',{:,,Hf anwoQue progn.'lrnmflS eng1tany, lneywgidf:.~

3bk; also, if they wish, tO~M;t upne\;v sHvk:es, in addithJn, neVi pr",>gralnnne
~.;etvics providf.ltS are exp(lcted to take the opportunity to bid f{)r the rndtipkJx
iicunce;,;:,so t11EHe is trH:l potf3nUfd fOf Vi \vkkn ch<>ice of progfBrnming,

Of cours'il, terrestrial tekvision is not tfW:Jniv dinHd de\"f1loprn~;;nt. Diqitai. -~ -. ~

sahdlite t0~evimion is 0xpectet'f t(i ,Mart in thm UK in the ;'::H.iturofl of ·lUf.ll viRh a
, '1'·· f:':<,{"" l':': "",. "". <" • ("jl >. "" ,'.... .,
'i:H.si:"lC.": ny 8~\;;:iKVl:::L tlsewnmre ~nt.;Jrop:;'j l.."anJl f~'·:U$ amJ t!1ef.wcfl Group )%1Ve

alreto'y' i:~mtabHshed digital S,,}1CiritA services,

Haverbcher Rumifunk could bw thfl Erst <>f G~;1m1Bny':s reglomd broadcm$tllrs to
aHocnte "1 ~~pedfic bUdgBf to /lUdio destdptkm, Th=e 'final go-ahead has flot been
gi"ien yBt but i8 ~:ixpected irnml1H:lmly, There Bn~ phms f,l.') give around Df,;l
., ""~' ,."'!' ''':0 i ~'4A ~ ""f" , $ ~ cl " ~ ) 'I"" < 'I' 11
'UV,~.kJ~,) ; ;.. 'u,UQ,)? to '~XH): e~::;(:;r1ptl()n o~ seVBra \j pfl)gnwnnHi$$, ' H:H.)~'):lfY

wnp8ited p0op!e in B:::P/(iFi3., \'''/h,) nre V(Jf,/ k~;;en on audio deg<.~l'jptkm, v'iou!d D0
, ,.., d

~Jf;~~9f~te'!> .

The Ba»~'H;Hn Bhnd Union b:ils <;;ondur:fed $ gun/my on 0ucHo r1t:::scripl!on irA
i'eievisl<::n. Het'iults ~>hO\Na shone interest in audin dt.tscript&on, (}u*;sliunrwinn=:;

.? ",/
'v~/



2.,600 VhHJak/ irnpaired poopk:: aged 20-50 and neadv haH
The kev findinGs t'lHL

~. .~...-:

92S+ vvouid
desaiptton

thr:J BnvariEHI Blind Union to pmmotB regdar autHo
tBi&\.<tsian DrOQfSrnmes

~ .....~. . .

~:

on



The VlaU he;:;; p1.tsseu a n:%H::iluton vvhich c&~lh:; on luqi$fntort, brO$(:h:::<.M:rten5, 8rrd
teceiver rnarHXYBGturnrs to rnBk~1 an dCti\'0 comrnitm8ni: tc eudio du~:%~dp1i0rL

"VVHenfr:]s te!svisionplBYs ;~n import0nt rOlf} for i:1duciHk:~n ano sz)clol iJno GuHuN'll
inwgration, and l;S a highly popular f}:::w;!ime uf vituaHy impair\~d ptlople; and

VVhm'<'::las \tlsuaHv irrq:Jsh"<d P$Cpi0 fAiss out on cn.Joifll llYformatiun dUB to thil hiWh
v;,f'U,,,,l ~.:'.,(.·'''lt,""n"J. of ·,".·"".";;,,,'-::>;;:-"'n ,""~i·h'"<r1l"''''''~''~'f'¢"·' "X".(".. .;;.;: ..;;:~ ~../'5-2.~V~ t .-.. ;;';V·::":.o'v~v->x..::; p~;:,;,,~~.·:;"::::"·!·>i~ ...:,.; ... >~hL'.J

\Nhl»tea~~ audio descrlptkH't {a nanatl(ln describing action" body4anguage, facia!
~:nqJre$ghJr1 tH'\d scener't'~ alrmldv mUlblus thousands of 'liwJoHV impoired '}Ja:opb
to wnJo:l t.de\.dsiorl i0 ;30me cmmtrif$;:}; and

VVhcreas fl®:th::,mHl SUfV$V8Show th:::H tho <,h15f (na~ority {:){ visuallv ;mp;~IHjd

PflCt.)!e \:vanf. and need audio descrlotlcn of t0bvis~on ;)roqramrrhiM!~ and, ? ....

::/VfH~r(mS ':fwHele 2:7 d the UniV(;fS01 Dedowhon or Hvrn:ar1 FUghtB feco$tAs$$ the
right td fy.,IeryonB t(:) tak.<:::f):::H't in thfj cuhun::ll lib O{ the ci::Hnrntmity and to bMWn'%
from sch~ntifk:: advnncerrwnts; ;1no

V~lhon::!;3S in somo countri@s bnJodcuf:rHnq·l.HqJg!ation ah"wad\" fHcoqnt$'f.rs the dght
of \!lSlWHV ;mp~'.llrfld pt':}l;)ple tt) enJ(:l'j tU!Hvh;;icn vdth ;~H.ldio dsserlptkm; and

Wher0<W the fKhierrt (Jf dlgit.<~l tulevi$icn('<.Aihkh '>.tiil! rnuke fnan',/lnnfe channW!i::
avaHobleJ ptfivldeJi'> a technical solution fOf t.he tranH'l'llssinn and fBceplk'm of
;:=ludio description; and

\iVhenh'.lS digital rm:::dver:g rnust DB <:HwHy umabl.fj byv&tuaUy lfflpaked pet>ple in
ord~:F for diri.ital t01~'hlislm~ to he fh;CB~<t}ble tn them ..... . tf

This Fonrth General AmsHrnblyof H"m \lJorld 8Hnd Union, rn~Jl;'Jtin9in Taronto,
August 26-29 '1996, resniv0s to:

cmll on bm®:dt:8stbg 11.lgish"IJ>f$ to r'':N:::~oDnifJe ttl!::) right of visuBHy
impalr0d peop!fj to Bnjoy tek>hsion <Jfld to dudicate a pOftbn of
digittd trurrsrnisslon capacity to the audio description sound as and
whtmdlgiu:ll tdevidml is being introduced; Jnd

call on broadcJBtms. to make a comrnltmBnt to tlwlf vi$twlly
impi:~ired :audiences to intH)duc:8 uwib clI.':lscdption se~"Vh::;es fW S(lon
u;:;; :] fjwthod tor the umnsrni:1sion of t1'w f~w::Ho descril)tion 5i:"Jund
bacon10S i:3'..,.<ai~abki; and

can {)f': the GO--OpuratiUfl of reoelv0r fl"1:anufuctufBfS toi0corrnH'Bie
the rweds of bEnd Bnd Pf$rtLaHy sighted pm)p&$ inn) the ctBe:rgfl {)f

Ok'1;'(~1 r~:)"""B;V""«< ".' .,>~;o,.\:o! .. ~;I.""",v~ v .. ~.~~


